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A Message from the Chief

Tony C. Nielsen, MA, EFO, CFO, 
Fire Chief, SCFD8

Hello Friends!  
Seventy years ago, a group of concerned citizens met 
in a small home in the Glenrose community and formed 
Spokane County Fire District 8. After lengthy deliberation, 
the group agreed upon the type of fire protection they wanted 
for their community, elected its first fire commissioners and 
purchased its first fire engine.  

A lot has changed since 1947, but the direction and support of 
our citizens remains essential to our delivery of effective and 
efficient fire and medical services. Next month, concerned 
citizens will again have the opportunity to help shape the 
future of Fire District 8, as we invite you to attend one 
of four community meetings to help develop our newest 
strategic plan. 
For over a decade, Fire District 8 has actively used strategic 
planning with citizen and member input to guide the 
organization. We sincerely hope you will consider attending 
one of the community meetings that fits your schedule. 
It will be a great opportunity to meet your firefighters and 
paramedics, learn about your fire district and chart the course 
for Fire District 8’s future.

Your feedback is truly what guides our organization. With your 
support, we’re able to deploy competent, compassionate 
responders — paid and volunteer — to emergencies within 
minutes. If you have any questions about our service, or 
suggestions about how we can serve you better, please feel 
free to e-mail me at tnielsen@scfd8.org, or give me a call either 
at the office 509-926-6699 or at home 509-535-7740.
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Our country has experienced 
some devastating disasters 
in the past few weeks and 
months. Those unfortunate 
events serve to remind us that 

it’s never too 
soon to start 
planning for 
a potential 
disaster. 

Your family may not be 
together if a disaster strikes, so 
it is important to know which 
types of disasters could affect 
our area. Check out www.
ready.gov/be-informed to help 
you get started. 

You need to know how you’ll 
contact one another and 

reconnect if separated. 
Establish a family meeting 
place that’s familiar and easy 
to find. Make sure you put 
together a plan with your 
family, friends, or household. 
For topics to assist you in 
creating your emergency plan:

• Go to www.ready.gov/alerts 
for information on receiv-
ing emergency alerts and 
warnings.

• Go to www.ready.gov/shel-
ter for tips on creating a 
shelter plan.

• Go to www.ready.gov/evac-
uation-self-and-your-family 
for information of creating 
an evacuation plan. 

• Go to www.ready.gov/make- 
a-plan to find out how to 
create a family / household 
communication plan. 

It never hurts to practice with 
your family and support groups. 
Take the time to make sure 
everyone understands their 
role and responsibilities in the 
case of a disaster. Remember, 
disasters happen fast and often 
without warning. Plan ahead 
to create your best chances for 
successfully avoiding the worst.

YOU’RE INVITED!

Strategic Plan 
Community Meetings

Tues, October 3  
1:00 pm or 7:00 pm

Station 81 
6111 S Palouse Highway

Wed, October 4  
1:00 pm or 7:00 pm

Station 85 
3324 S Linke Road

OR



Every Second Counts:
Plan 2 Ways Out!™

Fire Prevention Week | Oct. 8-14, 2017

How fast does fire move? Very fast. You could have less than 
2 minutes to get out safely once the smoke alarm sounds.

7 steps to practicing your escape plan

1

Draw a map of your 
home. Include all 

doors and windows.

2

Find two ways out of 
every room.

3

Make sure doors 
and windows are not 

blocked.

4

Choose an outside 
meeting place in front 

of your home.

5

TEST

Push 
the test 
button to 
sound the 
smoke 
alarm.

6

Practice 
your drill 
with 
everyone 
in the 
home.

7

Get 
outside 
to your 
meeting 
place.

For more information about escape planning, visit:  
www.usfa.fema.gov and www.firepreventionweek.org.
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Fire 8 Flyer is a publication of  
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12100 E Palouse Highway  |  PO Box 345 
Valleyford WA 99036 
(509) 926-6699

Would you like to receive the Fire 8 Flyer 
and other correspondence via email?  
Send your name and email address to  
admin@scfd8.org to join our mailing list.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK  |  OCT 8-14

SCFD8 offers FREE Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation 
(CPR) classes to family members, friends, and 
members of the Fire District 8 community who want 
to learn CPR, but do not need a course completion 
card. Our American Heart Association Family & Friends 
CPR class contains information on how to perform CPR 
on adults, children, and infants, and how to help an adult, 
child, or infant who is choking.

When: The Second Tuesday of Each Month 
Where: Station 81, 6117 S. Palouse Highway 
Time: 7:00 pm        Cost:     No Fee
Sign up:  Call 926-6699 or email mlong@scfd8.org 

SIGN UP FOR FREE CPR CLASSES

Mission: Lifeline EMS Recognition Award 
Spokane County Fire District 8 has received the American 
Heart Association’s Mission: Lifeline® EMS Silver Award 
for implementing quality improvement measures for the 
treatment of patients who experience severe heart attacks. 
Every year, more than 250,000 people experience a STEMI, or 
ST Elevation Myocardial Infarction, a type of heart attack caused 
by a complete blockage of blood flow to the heart that requires 
timely treatment. To prevent death, it is critical to restore blood 
flow as quickly as possible, either by surgically opening the 
blocked vessel or by giving clot-busting medication. 

Mission: Lifeline seeks to save lives by closing the gaps that 
separate STEMI patients from timely access to appropriate 
treatments. Emergency Medical System providers are vital to the 

success of Mission: Lifeline. The correct tools and 
training allow EMS providers to rapidly identify 
the STEMI, promptly notify the medical center, 
and trigger an early response from the awaiting 
hospital personnel. 

Spokane County Fire District 8 and American 
Medical Response were part of a team led by the Spokane Valley 
Fire Department to become one of only six EMS agencies that 
received the Mission: Lifeline Silver award in Washington State 
this year.

“Fire District 8 EMTs and paramedics are passionate about 
providing the best possible emergency medical care to our 
South Spokane County residents,” said Fire Chief Tony Nielsen.
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